
 

 
 

** EPaLO TUaQVPLWWaO** 
 
 
FebrXar\ 1, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable ChXck SchXmer The Honorable Nanc\ Pelosi 
Senate Majorit\ Leader Speaker 
United States Senate U.S. HoXse of RepresentatiYes 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Bernie Sanders The Honorable John YarmXth 
Chairman, Senate BXdget Committee Chairman, HoXse BXdget Committee 
United States Senate U.S. HoXse of RepresentatiYes 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majorit\ Leader SchXmer, Chairmen Sanders and YarmXth, 
 
On behalf of People¶s Action, a national netZork of 40 VWaWe aQd ORcaO JUaVVURRWV, SRZeU-bXLOdLQJ 
RUJaQL]aWLRQV LQ 30 VWaWeV , Ze are sXbmitting oXr core priorities for the ne[t roXnd of emergenc\ COVID relief 
needs ± priorities that are long oYerdXe. This past election c\cle, People¶s Action condXcted the largest deep 
canYass program in the coXntr\ to elect President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris. We made 40+ 
million total Yoter contact attempts, inclXding 280,000 deep canYass phone conYersations Zith moYeable Yoters. 
We mobili]ed this effort to create a conte[t for relief and recoYer\ at the scale of the crisis before Xs and need the 
Democratic majorit\ to act immediatel\. 
 
We belieYe the $1.9 trillion in e[penditXres oXtlined in President Biden¶s AmeUican ReVcXe Plan mXst be the 
floor, and not the ceiling.  
  
Considering the scale and longstanding natXre of oXr pXblic health and economic crisis, a scaled-back COVID 
relief package ZoXld be a big miss.  
  
Instead, Ze look to \oX to ensXre that people get the relief the\ need and Yoted for. We are seeking a recoYer\ that 
is eqXitable, and helps address longstanding racial disparities driYen b\ bad polic\. 
  
While Ze Xnderstand the hopes of some bipartisan agreement, Ze do noW VXSSoUW VacUificing Whe needV of SeoSle 
foU iW. The recentl\ Zon Democratic majorit\ shoXld Xse all the tools necessar\ to proYide Zhat is reqXired. We 
sXpport Xtili]ing the bXdget reconciliation process to adYance this critical agenda if RepXblicans refXse to sXpport 
the scale of relief that is necessar\. We need a bold relief package to be finali]ed before the March 14th 
Unemplo\ment InsXrance benefit cliff and the e[piration of the National EYiction MoratoriXm at the close of 
March. 
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People¶s Action¶s top priorities for this ne[t roXnd of relief inclXde: 
● RecXUULQJ CaVK Pa\PeQWV : recXrring monthl\ $2,000 checks for those in need throXghoXt the pandemic, 

inclXding adXlt dependents and ITIN-holders; 
● SWUeQJWKeQed EYLcWLRQ MRUaWRULXP & ReQW CaQceOOaWLRQ/DebW FRUJLYeQeVV : an e[panded eYiction 

moratoriXm that bans all eYiction filings, sXmmons, hearings, jXdgments, and Zrits of e[ecXtion; rent & 
mortgage cancellation and debt forgiYeness; if rental assistance is increased, it mXst be Zith conditions; 
gXaranteed non-congregate emergenc\ hoXsing aYailable for all throXghoXt the pandemic;  

● HeaOWKcaUe & VaccLQeV : fXll coYerage of healthcare costs for all Xntil Ze are fXll\ recoYered from the 
pandemic (ideall\ in a pXblic program sXch as Medicare, and mXst e[tend Zell be\ond the loZ impact of 
COBRA sXbsidies); free and fair distribXtion of Yaccines, achieYed b\ dramaticall\ increasing sXppl\ 
throXgh the Xse of poZers in 28 U.S.C. � 1498 and the Defense ProdXction Act;  

● OYeUdRVe PUeYeQWLRQ: inclXde an additional appropriation of $58 million for s\ringe serYice programs 
(SSPs) and other harm redXction serYices to address the oYerdose crisis throXgh the CDC opioid and 
infectioXs diseases program line and remoYe the ban on the Xse of federal fXnds to pXrchase s\ringes and 
other related sXpplies; 

● PXbOLc JRbV E[SaQVLRQ: pXblic health resilience jobs focXsing on deliYering the Yaccine and addressing 
health disparities as Zell as care jobs to sXpport families in this moment; more job creation Zill be soXght 
in the recoYer\ package to folloZ;  

● SWXdeQW DebW ReOLeI: cancellation of Xp to $50,000 in stXdent debt per borroZer; e[tending the paXse on 
stXdent debt pa\ments throXgh the dXration of the pandemic, and inclXde those left oXt of this relief: 
priYate stXdent loan borroZers, and those Zith commerciall\-held loans and Perkins loans; 

● MLQLPXP WaJe IQcUeaVe: increasing the minimXm Zage to $15 per hoXr and ending the tipped 
minimXm Zage and sXb-minimXm Zage for people Zith disabilities; and 

● SWaWe & LRcaO SXSSRUW: significant state & local goYernment fXnding, inclXding tribal commXnities and 
U.S. territories, to preserYe critical jobs and essential serYices oXr commXnities depend on dXring the 
pandemic. 

 
OWKeU cULWLcaO UeOLeI eOePeQWV Ze VXSSRUW aUe:  immigrant inclXsion in ALL benefits; a pathZa\ to citi]enship for 
essential Zorkers and their families, immigrant \oXth, and TPS recipients; an e[tension (linked to the econom\, 
not an arbitrar\ date) and boost of Unemplo\ment InsXrance (back Xp to the additional $600/Zeek); paid sick da\ 
e[pansion and paid famil\ & medical leaYe; an increase in SNAP benefits, and sXpport for small bXsinesses.  
 
We sXpport an initial prioriti]ation of the emergenc\ relief needs that remain Xnmet; immediatel\ folloZing that, 
Ze are an[ioXs to focXs on an eqXitable and transformatiYe recoYer\. We sXpport the THRIVE AJeQda 
(thethriYeagenda.com) - a bold plan for economic reneZal that Zill create millions of jobs for a jXst, health\ and 
eqXitable societ\. The THRIVE Agenda Zas introdXced as a resolXtion in 2020 that man\ Members of Congress 
sXpported; more specifics Zill be released soon. And, eQdLQJ WKe ILOLbXVWeU Pa\ be UeTXLUed WR adYance the bold 
agenda needed; Ze sXpport that. 
 
ShoXld \oX haYe qXestions aboXt these priorities or Zant to meet Zith People¶s Action to discXss fXrther 
partnerships in adYancing this agenda, please reach oXt to oXr Campaigns Director, Sondra YoXdelman 
(s.\oXdelman@peoplesaction.org) or oXr Director of D.C. Strateg\, Jo\ BlackZood 
(j.blackZood@peoplesaction.org).  
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On behalf of oXr 40 member organi]ations, 
 
 
 
 

George Goehl 
Director, People¶s Action 
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